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STIR IN CONGRESS

OVER PRESIDENT’S
FOREIGN POLICY

'

the United

_’A&aid It Will Result in War Between

States and

Germany

President Firm for American Rights and Honor of Nation
_“Covets Peace, But Would be Deep Humiliation to
Forbid Our People to Exercise Rights for Fear We
Might be Called Upon to Vindicate Them™

Last Thursday there was a begin-
ning of a near approach to revolt on
the part of Congress to President
Wilson's foreign policy in dealing
with the belligerent nations of Europe,
and his firmness in dealing with Ger-
many over her submarine warfare
declarations. The feeling at Washing-
ton has since been intense and &
break threstened.

In the diplomntie exchanges of the
Administration with Germany over the
sinking without warning of the Lusi-
tania and the Arabie, in which so many
American lives were lost together
with other non-combatant passen-
gers, Germany finally acceded to the
demands of the United States for
reparation as far as it could be made,
and gave her pledge thal merchant
ships would not be sunk by her stib-
marines without warning and with-

out safety to the lives of passengers,
provided the merchant ships did not
try to escape or offer resistance,
These assurances were taken to mean |
at the time they were given that all
merchant ships, including those de-
fonsively armed, would be safe from
attack without warning.

It had long been conceded by the
powers that merchant ships had the
right to arm for defensive purposes
under internstional law. But the
submarine, while a dangerous in.
strument of destruction to not only
merchant ships but to war vessels, is
a very frail affair when it comes to
being attacked even by an srmed
merchant ship that may discover It
first, and its only defense ngainst
attack is to submerge.

Sinee this assurance that merchant
vessels carrying Won-dombatant  pas-
sengers would not be attacked with-
out warning and that its passengers
shonld have an opportunity to save
their lives, Germany has declared that
beginning February 20th her sub-
marines would attack all defensively
armed merchant ships without warn-
ing and sink them. How the sub-
marine commanders were to learn
that a ship was armed before firing
thelr destructive missils into it is
not known, It would have to be left

%o the submarine commander's judg-
ment alone, and he has no way of tell-
ing whether n merchant ship may
have & gun on her decks or not. He
might infer that every merchant ship
he sighted was defensively armed,
gnd there would be no recourse
against his government for any mis-
take he might make, for there would
be no way of learning whether an un-
fortunate ship, its passengers and
crew, lying at the bottom of the
ocean, had any arms on it or not. In
any event, intermational law gives a
merchant ship the right to arm it-
solf for defense. If it should nttack
a submarine or any other warship,
then it and not the submarine would
be responsible if it were sunk.

President Wilson has protested to
Germany against this sort of sub.
marine warfare, and the exchanges
between the governments over their
dizagreements nrs still pending. The
sitoation has become very - strained,
eritical indeed, but President Wilson
has been firm in his protests and his
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titude to be substantially ns follows:

“That while you would deeply re-
gret the rejection by Great Britain of
Mr. Lansing's proposal for the dis-
armament of merchant veasels of the
Allies, with the understanding that
Germany and her allies would not fire
upon & merchant ship if she hauled to
when summoned, not attempting to
escape, and that the German war-
ghips would only exercise the admit-
ted right of visitations and eapture,
and would destroy the captured ship
except only in circumstances that
rensonably assured the safety of pas-
sengers and crew, and were of the
opinion that if Great Britain and her
allies upon arming her merchant ships,
gshe would be within her right under
international law, Also that you would
feel disposed to allow armed vessels
to be cleared from our ports; also
that you are not favorably disposed
to the idea of this government taking
any definite steps toward preventing
Ameriean citizens Mom  embarking
upon armed merchant vessels, Fur-
thermore, that you would consider it
your duty, if & German warship should
fire upon an armed merchant vessel
of the enemy upon which American
citiezns were passengers, to hold
Germany to strict aecount,

Numerous members of the Senate
and the House have called to discuss
this subject with me. I have felt that
the members of the two Houses who
are to deal with this grave question
are entitled to know the situation we
are confronting, as I understand it to
be, I think I should say to you that
the members of both Houses feel
deeply concerned and disturbed by
what they read snd hear.«”

“I have heard of some talk on the
effect that some are saying that af-
ter all it may be possible that the
program of preparedness, so-called,
has some relation to such n situation
as wo are now called upon to meet.
I have counsgeled all who have talked
with me to keep cool; that this whole
business is still the subject of dic
plomacy, and that you are striving to
the utmost to bring about peacable
ndjustment, and that in the meantime
Congress should be careful mot to
“hall up" a diplomatic situation by
any kind of hasty and ill-considered
action. However, the situation in
Congress is such to excite a sense of
deep concern in the minds of careful
and thoughtful men. T have felt that
it is due to you to say this much,

“1 think you understand my personal
attitude with respect to this subjeets
As much and ss deeply as [ would
hate to radically disagree with you,
I find it difficult, from my sense of
duty and respousibility, to consent to
plunge this nation into the vortex of
this world war because of the un-
reasonable obstinacy of any of the
powers upon the one hand, or, on the
other hand, of foolhardiness amount-
ing to a sort of moral treason against
the republie, of our people recklessly
risking their lives on armed helliger.
eént shipa., 1 cannot escape the con-
viction that such would be so mon-
strous as to be indefensible.

“T want to be with you and stand
by you, and I mean to do so up to the
last limit; and I want to talk with you
und Secretary Lansing with the ut-
most frankness—to confer with you
and have your judgment and counsel
—and I want to be kept advised as to
the course of events, as it spems to
me I am entitled to be. In the mean-
time I am striving to prevent any-
thing being done by any Senator e
member calculated to embarrass your
diplomatic negotiations. Up to the
last you should be left free to act dip-
lomatically ax you think for the best
to settle the questions involved. 1

need hardly say that my wish is to| yijle,

help, not to hinder you.

“With the highest regard and the | Kraker,

£

H

ruary 24, 1916. N
“My dear Senator: I very warmly

appreciate your kind and frank Jetter
of today, and feel that it calls for an
equally frank reply. R

“You are right in 1 - that I
shall do everything in my pewer to
keep the United States out of war.
I think the country will feel no un-
ensiness about my course in that re-
apoet, Through many anxious months
1 huve striven for that object, amidst
difficulties more manifold than can
have besn apparent upon the surface,
and so far 1 have succeeded. T do not
doubt that I shall continue to =uc-
cead,

The course which the central Eu-
ropean powers have announced their
intention of following in the future
with regard to undersea warfare
seems for the moment to threaten
insupernble obstacles, but its appar-
ent megning is so manifestly ineon-
gistent with explicit assurances re-
contly given by those Powers with
regard to their treatment of mer-
chant vessels on the high seas that 1
must believe that explanations will
presently ensue which will put a dif-
ferent aspect upon it. We have had
no reason to question their good faith
or their fidelity to their promises in
the past, and I, for one, fesl confident
that we shall have none in the future.

“But in any event our duty is clear.
No nation, no group of nations, has
the right while war ia in progress, to
alter or disregard the principles
which all nations have agreed upon
in mitigation of the horrors and suf-
ferings of war; and if the clear rights
of American citizens should ever un-
happily be abridged or denied by any
such action, we should, it seems to
me, have in honor no choice as to
what our own course should be,

“For my own part, I cannot consent
to any mbridgment of the rights of
American citizens in any respect.
The honor and self-respect of the na-
tion is involved. We covet peace and
shall preserve it at any cost, but the
loss of homor. To forbid our people
to exercise our rights for femr we
might be called upon to vindicate them
would be a deep humiliation indeed.
It would be an implicit acquiescense
in the violation of the rights of man.
kind everywhere and of whatever na-
tion or allegiance. It would be s de-
liberate abdiction of -our hitherto
proud position as spokesmen, even
amidst the turmoil of war, for the
law and the right. It would make ev-
erything this government has attemp.
ted and everything that it has achiev-
ed during this terrible struggle of na-
tlons meaningless and futile,

“It is important to reflect that if
in this instance we allowed exvediency
to take the place of prineiple, the door
would inevitably be opened to still
further concessions, Once accept a
single abatement of right and many
other humiliations would eertainly
follow, and the whole fine fabric of
international law might erumble un-
der our hands, piece by piece. What
we are contending for in this matter
s of the very essence of the things
that have made America & sovereign
nation. She cannot yield them with-
out conceding her own impotency ns
a nation and making virtual surren-
der of her independent position among
the nations of the world,

“I am speaking, my dear Senator,
in desp solemnity, without heat, with
a clear consciousness of the high re-
spongibility of my office, and as your
ginceré and deveted friend. If we
should unhappily differ, we shall dif-
fer as friends; but where issues go
momentous ns these are involved we
must, just because we are frionds,
spoak our minds without reservation,

“Faithfully yours,
“WOODROW WILSON."

MISSOURI INVENTORS

The following patenis were just js-
sued to Missouri clients reported by
D. Swift and Co.,, Patent Lawyers,
Washington, D. C,, who will furnish
copies of nny patent for ten cents
apiece to our readers.

Buford S. Capstick, Pine Lawn,

Cue.tip; Jos. W. Dawson, St Louia,| ™
bottle washing machine; Wm. H. El- :
gin, Excelslor Springs, metal door | o

ence and : ~proof paat;
must be able to put over blend of
safe ssiveism and sane teat-
tion; should be agitator who ecan

i whip up surface without stirring
depths; will need ability to soothe
business with high tariff and the peo-
ple with his charm; must never have
antagonized Roman Catholic, Greek
Catholic, Episcopnlian, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Morman, Orthodox Jew,
Reformed Jewish, Mason, Odd Fellow,

| or Elks vote; must not drink, but not

be hostile to liquor vote; must have
lived o spotless life yet be known as
| & man; must favor Allies but not
| agninst Germans; must talk well
about honor but preserve the peace;
must be for preparedness and a re-
duction of taxes; must guarantse
prosperity; must preach economy but
remember his friends; must fear no
precedent but revere the Constitution.

In words of former incumbent, appli-

cunt must be like Caesar's wife—

that ia to say, all things to all men.
Apply Secretary Republican Na-
tional Committee.

The contest for the honor of lead-
ing the Republican party is distin-
guished from other contests in that
no contest is taking place. There are
many candidates, but they are all
playing safe and are scrupulously
careful not to submit their claims to
uny large body of Republican voters.
Each candidate of course must be
equipped with the delegates from his
own State, but in only a few negli-
gible instances are they trying to se-
cure delegates outside their States.
There is a general disposition to
avoid contention even with the Dem-
ocrats. There is an abject fear of
arousing too much popular interest
in these preliminaries to the national
convention. It is as if the disembod-
ied spirit of the Republican party
were saying to itself: “Four years
ago 1 allowed my house to be divided
by encouraging a contest among the
bigger brethren for power, and by
decision of the smaller brethren, But
this year, whatever else I do, I am
going to repair the schism. The big
chiefs must not fight; they must on-
ly pretend to do #o. The smaller fry
must not have n chance to express
their preferences, because they might
re-open old wounds., In every respect
I must behave differently than I did
in 1912, There must be no commo-
tion, no consultation with the people
no antecedent discussion of issues snd
programa, no enmities created or loy-
alties nroused. The real degision
will be made at the last moment by
the wiser brothers. They will an-
nounee it to the foolish brothers, whe
will accept it on faith and raise their
voices in glad nequiescence.”

FIRST SNAKE STORY
OF THE 1916 SEASON

The Sikeston Herald is responsible
ofr the following: With the approach
of spring comes the usual snake and
lizzard stories, but D. A. Briant of the
Big Opening neighborhood has a
snake story which iz not of the usual
kind, as he can back it up with sub-
stantial proof. He was in Sikeston
Wodnesday, with several large black
snakes, blue racers and other rep-
tiles—safely confined in a box, of
course. He sald his little son had
discovered the snake den in an old
stump on n farm belonging to Bill
Sikes, and that thirteen—in this cuse
a very unlucky number—had been ex-
tracted. Eight of the snakes were
over six feet long. Mr. Bryant sald
that the snakes had not yet recovered
from their winter's gleep and would
not bite. Those who saw them took
‘hig word for it.

YOUNG MAN WANTED

To qualify for eivil service or buai-
ness position; salary $840 to §1500
per year; experience unnecessary. I
will pay half your tuwition and help
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Henderson's grandson. She is about
80 yeurs old, and since last June,
when she fell and sustained a broken
wrist and un injury to her hip, she
has been confined to her bed.

In the summer time 100 years ago,

territory as well as Southeast Mis-
souri, was made on that doorstep.—
Cape Girardenn Tribune.

Dr. R. E. Walsh
DENTIST

Best dental work by the latest

methods—and guaranteed. Ex-

amination free. PAINLESS
extractions a specially.

OFFICE IN
TETLEY BUILDING

FRANCIS A. BENHAM,

Attorney at Law,
FARMINGTON, MO.

BDWARD A. ROZIER
Attorney at Law
Farmington, Missouri
Will practice in all the Courts of
Missourl., Office in Realty Building

B. IL. MARBURY

Attorney at Law

Farmington, Missouri
Practices in all the courts in the
State. Office Farmers Bank build.
ing.

Farmington, Missouri

H. D. LEDBETTER
Attorney at Law
Farmington, Missouri
Special attention to Probate and Iu
surance business. Office, Bank of Far

mington Building.

F. M. CARTER,

Atty.-at-Law and Notary Public
Farmington, Mo.

JOHN B. GRAVES, M. D.

Farmington, Ma.
Office in Realty Building
Phones: Office 879, Residence 368

A. F. EUGAS, M. D.

Office over Laakman's Drug Store
Farmington, Missouri
Houre: 8 to 10 a, m.4 to 5:30 p. m.
Phones: Office, 152; Res.dence 308

MR. HUGH PORTER

Teacher of Vielin
Schubert School of Musie
Farmington, Mssouri
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To reach Farmington you
' St. Louis.)

7308 & and 850 ., aviving
st Farmington over electrio :
from Flat River at 11341 u, m, and
h“""'.’ et e g et T e
7:82 or 9:05 a. m., avriving Joig 2 I'n: -

ez electric riilway at 12:856 p. m,
Belmont Branch of Iron Mountain

—Arrive at Farmington over electrie

railway from DeLassus at 2:27 p. m.

pointa. Going south the train leaves
Farmington at 7:00 a. m. Beth
traing make connection with Frisco
trains at Perryville Junetion.

To Reach St. Louls,

You can go ever either of the reads
at the following hours:

M. R. & B. T—Leave Farmington
over electric railway to Flat River at
6:65 a. m, and 12.28 p. m., srriving jn
8t. Louis at 10:06 a. m. and 6:27 p,
Fare from Farmington, $1.86.

u"-l". "mp {i‘ pagsenger can go arfd
return same day, the round trip rate
is §n.22). X

Iron Mountain—Lesve Farmington
over electric reilway to DeLassus st
1:46 p. m., arriving in St. Louls st
6:27 p. m. Fare for one way from
Farmington $1.90; round trip, $3.80.

ST. FRANCOIS COUNTY RY. CO:
Time Table (Condensed.)

Between Farmington and Flat River,

Lv, Farmington. Arr. Flat Rivez.
5:53 a. m, 6:20 a b
T:28 a. m. - Bi04 a.
B:68 3. m, 9:34 a. m

10:17 a. m. 10:63 a.
2:28 p. m. 2:01 p. b,
4:54 p. m. 5:30 p. .
6:84 p. m, 7:H p, w.

Lv. Flat River Arr. Farmington
6:37 a. m. T7:18 & m.
8:06 a. m. 8:42 8 m.
9:37 a. m. 20518 & o,

.| 11:05 o, m. 11:41 o m

8:56 p. m. 4:31 p. m.
6:38 p. m. 6:14 p. m.
7:20 p. m, 706 p. m,

Between Farmington and Lead Beli
Local Service between Farmingtpn
and Leadwood, Bonne Terre, Elvim
and intermediate points: Cars legy-
ing Farmington at 5:66 and 8:68s
m. and 4:54 p. m. make direct cop-
nections with M. R, & B. T. Ry.
Flat River for Bonne Terre and
Leadwood and intermediste points,
Cars leaving Farmington at 7:28
and 10:17 n. m. and 2:28 and 4:54 p.
m., make direct connections with
M. R. & B. T. Ry, at Flat River
for Elvins and intermediate points.
All M. R. & B. T. Ry, trains mal.
direct connections at Flat River with
electrie cars for Farmington and in-
termediate points.

Belween Farmington and DeLasspa.
Lv. Farmington. Arr. DeLassun,
11:41 a. m. 12:20 p. m.
1:45 p. m. 1:67 p. m.

Lv. m‘- Arr, Flllllinlﬂ'l
12:35 p. m. 12:47 p. m.
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Striving to
satisfy the
demands of
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